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hold, and fall back upon the Danube as his first
line of defence. About the year 274 the Roman
garrisons withdrew across the river, and took with
them all the Daco-Roman colonists who cared to
follow them. South of the Danube, in parts of
what are now Servia and Bulgaria, a new home
preserved under the name of " Aurelian's Dacia," or
Dacia Aureliani, the memory of the old. Dacia,
north of the Danube, had been the last province to
be added to the Roman Empire and the first to go.
Yet the Roman influence had not ceased with the
Roman occupation. Many of the inhabitants pre-
ferred to remain behind, dreading, in the phrase of
Gibbon, "exile more than a Gothic master." They
were no longer a military outpost of the Empire,
but they were in a sense the pioneers of Latin
culture among their barbarous rulers. For a brief
space we shall see Dacia, north of the Danube, once
more incorporated with the Empire; but it never
entirely lost, even in the darkest ages, the enduring
traces of the Latin race.

